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An Introduttion to: feveral Letters from Scotland ; of which, the firft takes up this Paper. 5 
A Letter from Scotland, explaining the Treaty of Commerce as it relates to Scotlands 
And confuting an idle Pamphlet printed there, cal?d, A Poftfcripr, in Anfwer toa j 


Letter direCted to the Mercator. 


The Conclufion, promifing a Fuftification of all that has been faid in the Mercator. 


about the Treaty with Portugal. 
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Aving printed feveral Letters from Scotland, 

in the MERCATORS, No. 7. 9. and 11. 

relating to the Treaty of Commerce; it feems, 

by the following Accounts, that fome People 

in Scotland have oppofed thofe Letters in Print; and 
have, as thefe Lettres fuggeft, impofed upon the People 
there in as grofs.a manner as has been done in other 
Places: Jin: Anfwer to which, we are defired to publith 
the foHowing Letters, which feem to clear up the Dif- 
pute on that fide.. The People of Scotland will be the 
beft Judges. of thefe things gvhen they fhall fee the Argu- 
ment on both fides, which are moft agreeable to Truth 


and the Publick Good ; fo that it is not neédful to add 
any thing to it. 


‘ I! is wonderful to what Height and Extravagancies 
‘* PARTIES will drivefome Men; ‘and when they 
‘ are engaged in any meafures, tho’ never fo'deftrudive 
‘and unreafonable, with what Stratagem and Arts they 
‘ endeavour to enfinare and.draw in others ! 

‘I could not but admire a Letter I met with the other 
‘ day printed, and crying about the Streets here , wrote 
“by a Member of the Houfe of Commons toa Member of 
‘the Royal Boroughs, containing Arguments not only 
‘ againt the Bill of Commerce, but in general againft 
‘ any Trade with France, even upon the advantageous 
‘ foot of the Tariff of 1664. It was not fufficient for the 
* Author of that Letter, and his Accomplices, (for it 
‘ was faid there were feveral others at the Cooking it up) 
“to have loft'a Million of Mony to Britain by throwing 
* out che Bill laft Seflions of Pagliament ; bur it is necef- 
‘ fary for them te poifon the, People and poflefs them 
‘.with Prejudices, in order to their oppofing it next 
* Seffions. 

* Thofe Gentlemen have expofed their Defigns too 
* foon; and I hope the Nation will be fo wife, and un- 
‘ derftand their Interefts fo well in this matter, as by all 
* means pofhible to prevent their being farther deluded 
‘ and <n upon by.thofe,who have already facrific’d 
* their Country to gratify a Party; A PARTY! whe 


‘had fo advantageoufly procured for hes sete it 
“€ general, and more particularly for thofe of S 
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© had fo little regard for them in-a matter of the greateft 
‘ Importance, that could happen to ‘Scotland, as to’ con- 
‘cur almoft to a Man in cramming down and inigolin 
“upon them that grievous and intolerable Barthes oF 
‘the MALT TAX in the Houfe of Conimons, ~ 
‘ As one can go no whefe without hearing ‘People 
¢ talk for or againft the French Trade, fo I cahnot omir 
‘giving you an Account of a Converfation’ I ‘had lat 
‘Night with fome Gentlemen, who wete vety’full of 
‘rhe Letrer from Scotland to the Author of the’ - 
‘CATOR, publifh’d in his Paper ‘the 7th of ' 
‘ which thofe’ Gentlemen faid proved the T. 
‘Commerce to be prejudicial to Scotland, arid 
“the Difadvantage our Tradé muft be underyif that 
‘ ‘ reary fhould at any time take place. tS et 
« By the Information I had from the Papers you did 
‘me the Honour to fend me, I thought a prety 
‘ well prepared t6 juftify the Treaty,which Her Majefty 
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‘ After fame general Diftourfe concerning the Bill of 
‘Commerce, I ask’d them. if they had read it? 
‘told me, they had not ; burt, that they heard it tended 
‘ towards the esoursiiabns of the Lianen and Weool- 
“Jen Manufa&tures in France, and would ruin both our 
‘ Manufaures and Fifhery: for few or notte of them 
‘ could be Imported into France, buc upon fudh, high 
‘ Duties,yas are next to a Prohibition. 1 
© T told them they had been mifinforined, and that the 
¢ Bill did not fo much as mention any thing of the Lin- 
‘nen and Woollen Manufactures, or Fifhery either of 
¢ Great-Britain or France; and, that nothing was inten- ‘ 
© ded by the Bill, bur to take off fome part of the high 
« Duties impofed upon Wine, Brandy, and other Prench 
“ Goeds, by feveult A&s of Parliament in England, to 
‘ which Duties Scotland was fubjeé by the Usiion: “And 
¢ this being all that was intended by rhe Bill of Com- 
‘ merce, except that the Prohibition of French Lace was 
-¢ likewife taken off,as it-had been of Flanders-Lace fome 
‘Years before; | defired they would impartially , give . 
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ment, what Prejudice it would have been to 
if thofe Duties had been reduced. 
Ae is certain, that it was-very much to the Prejudice 


nd, and juffly Complain’d of as a Hardthip, 


oF upon Goods Imported 
‘ and G6énfumed there, fhduld be raifed, upon the Uni- 
“on, to the fame with thofe of England ; and can the 
‘ reducing a part of thofe Duties, be now difadvanta- 
“ geous ? ’ 

¢ The eafier the Duties are upon fuch Merchandizes 
‘ as are neceflary, and will be Imported and Confumed 
‘ there, as Wines, Braga, Salt, Scaingimethe Better 
* for the People whereitis Confunie | ar perhaps lefs 
 Mony will be Exported and paid into the Exchequer. 

‘Sure Scotland would have no reafon to complain if 
¢ the Duties over all Britain were reduced to what they 
‘ were before the Union. 

Thofe Gentlemen told me, they had not heard that 
‘ 0 of the. Bill} arid would faperceed.their Judg- 
: n that matter till they knew-farther of it; but 
‘in the mean time they would go upon the Letter from 
‘ Scothand-to the Author of the MERCATOR; and 
' ighing fay, it contain’d feveral things,that are wrong 
‘in Fat. ee LS 

‘ Ltold them, I had read the MERCATOR, and 
* had contpared the particular Merchandizes mentioned 
* therein, with the Tariff of 1664. which was. the 
¢ Ruléby which our Duties in France were to have been 
‘« paidl,if the Treaty had taken Effect; and the Edist 
¢ and Arreft of the French King in 1701. by which our 
¢ Trad@it dw. to! be regulated ; and that 1 could. not 
¢ find the leaft Miftake in any one of the Particulars 
¢ mentioned in. that MERCATOR; and this was 
< ful 2 Past, as every’ Body, wlio could either read 
‘ Englith or French, was Judge of; for an Abftrac& 
¢ of the Tariff of 1664. was printed in Englifh, while 
¢ that-Matter was in-Agitation in Parliament, and may 
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‘¢ be purchafed for Two-pence ; and the Arreft of the 


¢, French King, Awno,170%. containing the Rates, Pro- 
d Fibitions sd Regulations of our Trade, as it flands 
¢ at. prefent, was,'publifhed the 234 of June in the 
4 MERCATO ;both..which I compared with the 
¢ Originals in French before them. 
ea upon ,.comparing the. Tariffs, &c. acknow- 
that the.Letter wrote from Scotland to the 


a Luthor of, the MERCATOR, had been very juft 
xy token an Account of the Duties upon the re- 
ve Goods'.and.Merchandizes now, with what 
swould have been, if the Bill had paffed ; but 
, that the, Particulars, which are enumerated 


MERC ATOR,, 6 ae in part, ‘ae 
¢ .notjof, the Manufaéture or Produce. of Scotland ; at 
i he 


all the Qu swe could. Yxport were incon- 
deal, ae t,, other Naish ete have Trade 
¢ with: France, 
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| , can afford them as Cheap, and Cheaper 
‘chan we ; and therefore .the Difference betwixt tie 
$ Jew..Duties. we would. have paid, if the Treaty had 


‘ taken Effet, and ‘the high Duties thofe Commoilitics: 


“até ow fabjec to, are of no Import to Scotland. 

' 4] anfwered; that the Merchandizes mentioned in 
© thar. ERC ATOR, were certainly of the Manu- 
¢ €adture and Produce. cf Scotland; and were for the 
‘ moft- pars enumerated as fuch, in the feveral Con> 
¢ tracts made between Scotland, and the Towns of Ant- 
‘. werpy-Bruges; Doirt, and Camphere, &c. where the 
© Staple hath been fertled, aint as fuch, were exempred 
‘ fient all Cufioms and» Duties; while ar the fime 
‘time, the like Species of Goods from other Nations 
* were exprelly debarrd from thofe- Privileges ;_ and 
¢ the. Merchants, Fastors, and others, who fraudu- 
¢ lently, covered and entered the like Goods of any 
‘ other Nation, AS SCOTS, whereby they might. be 
‘-exempred from the Duties, were iughly punithable ; 
‘and -if thofe. were the Native .Produce and Manu- 
: faftutte of Scotland, as it Ls evident they are, it was 
_ certainly for the Benefit of thar,Country, that. thofe 
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© Goods fhould be Imported into France, at 10, 29, 39, 
‘and 40 per Cent. lefs Duty than they can be at pre- 


‘ fent. 

‘For their further Satisfaidn i this Matter, after 
‘ giving Inftances of the great Quantities of thofe Goods 
‘ Exported from Scotland, I read to them the chird Ar- 
© ticle of the laft Staple Contract betwixe the States of 
‘ Zeland , and Towa of Camphere, and the Roya! 
‘ Barrows of Scotland, in the words following. 


In regard that all Staple Commodities,that come fron: the 
Kingdom of Scotland, are the Natural Produce of that 
Country, OF. tBerefore it is A@eed, that all the faid Staple 
Commodities fhall-be free from Tolls, Cuffoms and Duties, 
Cc. and-that the Goods poe are, and {hall be, reputed 
Staple Commodities, and none other, (Viz. 

All forts of Wooll and Woollen Yarn ; and Woollen and 
Linnen Manufatlures, Hydes, Skins of all forts, Pladidins, 
Kerfies, Scots Cloth, Stockings, Salmon, Tallow; and all 

Por: Baner, Leather. Drefed 
and Undreffed, Gc. 


-* And as this is the moft Authentick. Proof that can 
* be, that thofe Goods are the Produce and Manufaéture 
* of Scotland, fo.no Petfon can deny thar Lead, Coal, 
‘ Herrings, and Barrell’d Cod, befides Tobacco, Su- 
* gars, Dying-Woods, &c. which are nét “ménitioned a- 
mong the above Particulars, are likewife Commodities 
whereot we have confiderable Quantities, afd which 
might have beer in like manner Imported into'France, 
for the moft part, upon the. fame Duties they paid in 
1664. and at leaft, uporaseafie Duties as the French 
themfelves, or any other Nation wharfoever,: pay for 
the like Merchandizes, had not the Bill of Commerce 
been unfortunately thrown ‘out ; wheteds now thofe 
Goods .are either entirely Prohibited) .or° lye\sunder fo 
much heavier Duties than the Goods of the like kind 
from Hollantare fabje& to, that they are able to Un- 
derfell us, 10, 20, and 30 per Cent. 

‘ But, fay thofeGentlemen, there ought to havé been 
no Goods excepted trom the Tariff of 1664, For feeing 
we wereto have taken off the high Duties apon Wines, 
Brandies, &c. coming from France, and pur thém upon 
as good a foot as any other Nation, they ought ro have 
put us upon the foor of the Tariff of 1664, in every 
refpect : lanfwered, that had we reduced their Wines 
from about 27 |. per Ton, which will, be the Duty 
ftill payable, tho’ the Treaty of Commerce fhould 
take Effect, to.7 1. 10s. which was the Duty in 1664. 
and Brandies from 51]. 9s. 6d.-to 30s. per Ton 3 
the Wey, which is 40 Buthels of Sale, from 13 1. 
15s. to 20s. and the reft of the Merchandizes, in 
proportion ; there had been fome Colaur for asking 
thereof: But as chefe Duties were fill to comtinue, there 
was no -reafon to expect ir, & 
¢ But Lhave derain’d youtoo long for aletter ; 1 {Hall 
‘ give youea farther Accounr of this Matter in my 
next. 
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This Letter is fo clear,-and fo full an Anfwer to thefe 
things, that-no Comment*need to be inade'thereon. ’ 

When the MERCATOR, in the courfe of’ its 
Writing, dhall conie to give the State of our trade co 
Pertugal, according to its Title, and of the Treaty with 
Portugal, care will be taken effectually to. juflify every 
Word of whiar has been already faid on thar fubiects and 
to make it clear to every. unprejudiced Perfon’ So thar 
there is no need of Digreflion trom the necefliry Work, 
which this Paper is upoy, to take notice'dfthe Cayils 
or Clamours of the Can4l.of Writerswho. fall on the 
MERC ATOR, aud who fand in néedwf his Kes 
fentment, to make them confiderable, but will ob- 
tain no other Notice here, but im. the words. of th 
Poet, . of Li )? 
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